SATURDAY, 
JUNE 23, 1928 


THE OLD CAPITOL 
Now the Headquarters of the National Woman's Party in Washington, D. C. Senator Cara- 


way and other patriotic citizens are exerting every effort to preserve this historic structure 
for future generations, and there is still hope that the purpose of the Government to tear 
the building down in order to provide a site for the United States Supreme ‘Court Building 
may be blocked. The Old Capitol ranks with Mt. Vernon in historic significance. 
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Mrs. Minar Heads Soroptimists 
UBY LEE MINAR of Washington, 
D. C., realtor and Founder of the 


National Woman’s Party, was elected 


president of the American Federation of 


Soroptimist Clubs at the recent conven- 


tion in Washington. 


Service to sister business executives 
was set forth as the fundamental ideal of 
the International Federation of Soropti- 
mist Clubs at its second annual conven- 
tion. “Soroptimist” is a coined word, 
meaning “sister optimist.” The purpose 
of the organization is to bring to the no- 
tiee of the world the part women are play- 
ing in business. 


Wotnen Conductors Win in Paris 


‘7OMEN have just won their fight to 


hold their jobs as street car con- 
ductors in Paris. An order of the Minis- 


try of Labor threatened to oust them. It 
is rather diverting to note that the Asso- 


ciated Press dispatch from Paris says 
that thé women are now asking for better 
working conditions, “including seats like 


those the men conductors in the subways — 


have.” 


Japan's Suffrage Movement 


OMEN of Japan are carrying on a 
campaign for the election of mem- 


bers of Parliament who will vote for suf- 
frage for women. The new “universal suf- 
frage law” of Japan does not grant the 


ballot to women, despite its comprehen- 


sive name. It would seem that the old 
question, “Are women people?” must be 
amended in Japan to read, “Are women in 
the universe?” 


Under the leadership of Fusae Ichi- 


kawa, general secretary of the Women’s 


Suffrage League, Japanese women are 
holding meetings and issuing pamphlets 
and handbills urging women to attend 
political meetings, campaign for the 
election of men favorable to woman’s suf- 
frage, and to “open their eyes to the fact 
that they are left out of universal suf- 
frage.” 


Distinction for Woman Engineer 


RIS CUMMINS of Ireland is the first 

woman to be elected an associate mem- 
ber of the Institute of Civil Engineers— 
the highest engineering distinction in her 
country. 


Woman's Medical Distinction 
D* MARY HEARN is the first woman 
in the United Kingdom to be elected 


Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Ireland. 


Feminist Notes 


To Become American Citizen 


RAULEIN THEA RASCHE, German 
aviatrix, intends to turn American. 

_“{ shall apply for American citizen- 
ship,” she said recently to a representa- 
tive of the New York Telegram, “when I 
return from my flight to Berlin. I haven’t 
time now. | 

“T love America because it is free. In 
Germany it is still ‘He shall be your mas- 
ter.” And they won’t let women fly com- 
mercial planes. But here women have a 


wonderful chance to help aviation, and 


here the great things in aviation will 
occur. 


places and for sport and recreation, for 
nothing is so good to settle the nerves. 
When you get up in the skies earth’s 
troubles seem puny and unimportant. 
There you have a clean fight against na- 


“Women will as surely take to flying 


- as they drive automobiles. And in five 
years wonders will have been done with 


aircraft.. The planes we now have will 
seem laughably crude.” 

Miss Rasche said that when she returns 
from her flight to Germany she will tour 
North and South America. 

“And then,” she said, “I want ti fly 
around the world.” 


Surpasses Even Lindbergh's Record 
MELIA EARHART, the first woman 
- ever to cross the Atlantic by air, 


completed a brilliant 2000-mile hop across 


the northern Atlantic im less than 24 
hours, landing in Wales'on June 18. The 
monoplane Friendship with Miss Earhart, 
Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon aboard 


made better time than Colonel Lind- 


bergh’s Spirit of St. Louis or Clarence D. 
Chamberlin’s Columbia. 

The Friendship averaged 115 miles an 
hour, while the Spirit of St. Louis aver- 
aged 107 miles and the Columbia 84 miles. 

Thus do women, when free, help to raise 
the record of human achievement. 


Has Woman Mayor 


EDONDO BEACH, GALIFORNIA, 

recently achieved fame by electing 

a woman mayor. May B. Hopkins, a for- 

mer newspaper woman who has served 

the city for twelve years as City Treas- 
urer, is the woman chosen. 

Her election as mayor preceded by a 
few minutes the most drastic houseclean- 
ing of the City Hall which Redondo has 
ever witnessed, with department heads re- 
moved from office as fast as the motions 
could be put to the board. 


Equal Rights 


*“Rubber Stamps’ 


RS. A. H. LIPPINCOTT of Camden, 
who refused to run for re-election 
to the place she has held for three years 
on the New Jersey State Republican Com- 
mittee, explained her desire to quit the 
committee with the observation that “a 
woman could never hope to be anything 
more than a rubber stamp.” A similar 
reason was given by Mrs. Warburton for 
her refusal to continue to head the Re- 


publican Women Voters of Pennsylvania. 


Mrs. Lewis Thompson gave a similar rea- 
son for resigning from her place as a 
New. Jersey member of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee. The Philadelphia Pub- 
lic Ledger comments that in this respect 
women fare no worse than the men in 


_politics. But there are men—and not 


women—at the top who issue orders. 


EBay Government of Hungary proposes 
, to introduce a measure which will al- 
low women te vote in local government 
elections, but not to sit on the governing 


bodies. This proposal has aroused great 


protests from women of all parties. The 
women of Hungary already vote for Par- 
liament and are eligible for Parliament, 
although under restrictions not applicable 


. to men. 


Megan Lloyd George Runs 
M EGAN LLOYD GEORGE, daughter 

of the former Prime Minister of 
England, was selected on May 24 as the 
Liberal Party’s candidate for the House 
of Commons from the Anglesey division 
of Wales. There were 323 votes cast for 


her, and 245 for her nearest opponent for 
the nomination. 


Appointed Advertising Manager 
NNOUNCEMENT of the appoint- 
ment of Clara H. Zillessen as adver- 
tising manager of the Philadelphia Elec- 
tric Company was made recently by 
William H. Taylor, president of the com- 
pany. Miss Zillessen is the first woman 
in the electrical industry to hold such a 
position and her appointment is the re- 
sult of fourteen years of service. | 


First Party Post to Woman 


OR the first time in the history of 

English politics a woman has been 
appointed to an executive position in 
party leadership. Marjorie Maxse, by be- 
ing made deputy principal agent of the 
Conservative Party, has become third in 
command of this huge organization. 
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Our Speakers the Republican Convention 


tional Woman’s Party appeared be- 

fore the Resolutions Committee of 
the Republican Convention in Kansas 
City in support of the following plank: 

“The National Republican Party stands 
for Equal Rights between men and women. 
It, therefore, endorses the proposed 
amendment to the National Constitution: 
‘Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.’ ” 

Jane Norman Smith of New York City, 
chairman of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party, said: 

“Nearly a decade has passed since 
woman suffrage was won, yet men and 
women are not on an equal plane before 
the law in any State of the Union. It 
took over seventy years for women to 
secure Equal Rights to the franchise. 
Those of us who have worked in State 
Legislatures know it would take another 
seventy years to obtain for women an 
equal status with men before the law, if 
we proceeded to remove discriminations 
piece by piece in every State. 

“There is nothing permanent nor secure 
about State legislation. What one Legis- 
lature passes a subsequent Legislature 
may repeal. This means women must be 
constantly alert to safeguard the gains 
made and to prevent new sex discrimina- 
tions from being written into the law. 

“The Equal Rights Amendment would 
not affect support laws. The majority of 
laws now make father and mother equally 
responsible for the support of the chil- 
dren. The bulk of the labor laws are now 
on a non-sex basis. The Equal Rights 
Amendment would simply mean that all 
labor laws would have to be on a non-sex 
basis. I, as a Republican, look to my 
party, which I trust will always stand 
for human progress, to put into its plat- 
form an endorsement of this amendment 
putting men and women on an equal plane 
before the law.” 


RR tional Womans Par of the Na- 


RANCES ROBERTS of New York 
City, who has worked as a waitress 
and is now a supervisor in a New York 
restaurant, said: 
“T come before you, a working woman, 
a member of the Industrial Council, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, to ask you to in- 
clude in your platform a plank endorsing 


the Equal Rights Amendment. Particu- 


larly I stress industrial equality. I want 
to tell you what so-called protection legis- 
lation in my State, has done to us and 
what we have done in small groups in 
defense of our rights and needs. 
“Women writers and reporters in news- 
paper offices have succeeded in having 


the six-day week regulation of their work 
removed by the Legislature, and secured 
exemption from the provisions of the 
night-work law. Women railroad workers 
demanded the repeal of laws restricting 
them. They succeeded in having a law 
passed cancelling all hour limitations for 
women on railroads, except conductors 
and, guards. Women printers, linotypists 
and monotypists in newspaper offices, 


after eight years of agitation, during 


which they sacrificed leisure and savings, 
secured exemption from the ‘protection’ 
of the night-work law. Women pharma- 
cists have just secured exemption from 


‘the provisions of the night-work law. 


Women restaurant workers worked dur- 
ing the entire 1928 session of the Legis- 
lature for exemption from the restrictions 
of all special labor laws for women, in- 
cluding the night-work law. 

“Women from factories appeared in 
numbers before the Labor Commission at 


a hearing in the Senate Chamber of Al- 


bany to tell of the hardships worked on 
them by the new 48-hour law put into 
effect last January 1. They told of low- 
ered wages in many instances as a result 
of this law and asked for relief from it. 

“The farmers have come to this conven- 
tion paraphrasing Lincoln’s word about 
a country half slave and half free. I 
come here in behalf of wage-earning wom- 
en to tell you that a country cannot re- 
main prosperous and harmonious in 
which one-half the workers who pull the 
burden of industry are free and the other 
half are forbidden by law the right to sell 
their labor as seems to them good and 
wise. 

We ask you to include our plank in the 
Republican Party platform. 


RS. VALENTINE WINTERS of 
Dayton, Ohio, Ohio State Chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party and 
member of the National Council, said: 
“To try to secure equality by changing 
laws, one by one, in every State, is a diffi- 
cult and endless task. I speak out of the 
experience of many years of work in my 


own State to remove discriminations 


against women. The National Equal 
Rights Amendment is the quick and per- 
manent way of establishing the legal 


equality of women. As a Republican I 


ask the Republican Party to show its ap- 
preciation of the advance women have 
made and its recognition of the character 
and ability of the women of today, by re- 
leasing them from legal restriction that 
belong to a bygone age. I ask the Re- 
publican Party to use all of its great 
power on behalf of the Equal Rights 
Amendment.” 


ELEN A. ARCHDALE of London, 

England, International Secretary of 

the Six Point Group of Great Britain and 

member of the International Advisory 
Council of the Woman’s Party, said: 


“The movement for Equal Rights be- 
tween men and women is international. 
The arguments for right and freedom are 
international. 


“As women of the United States have 
frequently come to my country to give to 
us encouragement and aid in our struggle 
for equality, so I am happy to have the 
opportunity of adding a few words to the 
plea the Woman’s Party is here making 


for your aid in establishing Equal Rights — 


in this country. 

“The demand of women for an equ 
status before the law is not confined to 
the women of the United States and Great 
Britain. It exists the world over. It 
would be an encouragement and assist- 
ance to the women in all other countries 
if the leaders of this great Republic here 
at this convention would take the forward 
step of declaring for Equal Rights for 
men and women. Your action is of im- 
portance not only to the women of your 
own country, but to all women, May we 
hope that your decision, so far reaching 
in its consequences, will be to help women, 
not retard them, in their progress toward 
equality.” 


ABEL VERNON of Wilmington, 

Delaware, National Executive Sec- 

retary and Chairman of the Delaware 
Branch of the Woman’s Party, said: 


“The fight for Equal Rights is just as 
certain of success as was the fight for 
votes for women, for education for women, 
and every other fight to free women from 
unnatural and unbearable restrictions. 
The members of this committee know that 
no matter what their individual senti- 
ments may be, we are bound to reach the 
goal for which we are now striving of 
equality for women in every part of life. 

“Your action at this convention will 
affect the length of time that will be re- 
quired for the immediate work of putting 
women on an equal plane with men be- 
fore the law. The question you will de- 
cide today is whether you will waste your 
strength in trying to stay the inevitable 
advance of women or will use your power 
to pass this amendment, thus speeding 
the time when men and women as human 
beings will have Equal Rights, equal 
privileges and equal responsibilities in all 
pursuits of life. 


“We believe your wisdom, experience 
and love of fair play will lead you to de- 
cide to give us your help.” 
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Sustainers 


OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
| to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in all human 


| relationships. 
THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Senator CHARLES E. CURTIS. 


Equal Rights 


One of the Immortals 


%ROM one end of the world to the other the press on June 14 and 15 
- carried a story much like that which appears on another page of this 

* issued, entitled “Mrs. Pankhurst Dies as Seat in Commons Seemed Near.” 
It was sent out by the Associated Press from London and was carried by even 
very small provincial newspapers. The reason why the news value of the 
story was so universal was because the value of the life of Emmeline Pank- 
hurst also was universal. 


It is impossible to epitomize her contribution to humankind. It is equally 
impossible to state in precise terms how and to what extent she furthered the 
Equal Rights movement in Great Britain, America and elsewhere. But this 
at least may in simple fact be said, she accomplished a great work of creation, 
she breathed the breath of life into spirits which had never before been quick- 
ened. She took a prostrate thing and set it upright; she taught women to 
demand and not to beg. With a certain curious intent the press stories all read: 


“Of late years Mrs. Pankhurst had been a constitutionalist. At the time 
of her death she was a Conservative candidate for Commons from White- 
chapel. She was also engaged in the peaceful and prosperous occupation of 
running a tea room.” ) 


Well and good, she was a Conservative candidate and she ran a tea room, 
but in her time she was a meteor in the heavens, light out of darkness, a flash 
revealing the abyss into which the mother of mankind had fallen. 


Her pride, her arrogance, call it what you will, strengthened the spirit of 
women everywhere, made of them new beings who dared to break their chains, 
defy tradition, and claim a life of their own. 


To an American friend she one time said, “In Aniadicn you believe that all 
just governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. 
In my experience all governments, just and unjust, derive their power from 
the same source. If you will not be governed, who can govern you? Sub-_ 
mission to injustice is the source of injustice; defiance is its cure.” 


This was the challenge enunciated by Mrs. Pankhurst; this is the challenge 
of Freedom herself, which echoes down the ages. The inkicte and martyrs, the 
founders of democracy, the fathers of our own country heard this call and 
answered to it. Women heard Mrs. Pankhurst and dared to be free. | 


Whatever the press or the public of today may think or say of her, Mrs. — 
Pankhurst is one of the immortals. Her name will live, for her name is asso- 
ciated with the spirit of progress itself, the divine thing that evinces itself to 
our mundane eyes as evolution. | 


Taking Women Seriously 


HERE is enormous encouragement to Feminists in one sign of the times 
Be to. which we wish herewith to call attention. Women are at last in 

various avenues of life beginning to be taken seriously. The jests about 
the ill-favored, be-spectacled, “blue stocking,” who “invaded” the sacred pre- 
cincts of the higher education half a century ago, have given place to legiti- 
mate news about college women in no wise less dignified than the news about 
college men. The sneers with which labor men greeted—that is hardly the 
word—the female “pin-money” worker of earlier years have been replaced 
either by a comradely welcome, into the local, or a defensive legislative cam- 
paign to curb the successful competition of women in vocational lines. Both 
of these policies indicate respect for the abilities of working women. Women. 
are “no joke” in the labor world, however you take them, any more. 


The woman doctor, the woman lawyer, the woman judge, even the woman 
on the jury, is no longer a laughing stock, and the club woman, whose feeble 
efforts at self-culture so amused our grandfathers, now is a power, a deeply 
respected power, in municipal, State and National affairs. 


Even in the superlatively ridiculed realm of “women’s rights” the erstwhile 
sound of merry laughter is still. -No matter on which side of the proposition 
people stand, they take the challenge of Equal Rights seriously, which | in 
itself is a most monstrous gain. 


The reception accorded our representatives in Kansas City was typical of 
this new attitude. We are happy to express our appreciation to the members 
of the Republican Convention for the veal and attention they showed to 
the Woman’s Party 
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Protests Removal Old 


N June 4 the Washington Star 
published an open letter by Mari- 


etta Minnigerode Andrews which 
should be read thoughtfully by every 
American citizen who reveres the memory 
of the founders of our government. Values 
which commercial, present-day America 
may overlook are well phrased by the 
writer, as follows: 

As a civic servant in the National Capi- 
tal for some 35 years, may the writer 
register a protest against the proposed 
demolition of the “Old Capitol”? 

Our country is not so rich in historic 
landmarks that we can afford to sacrifice, 
even to an object as worthy as a site for 


the Supreme Court, a structure so identi-_ 


fied with our heroic past. 

Our generation has no right to cheat 
the future of the associations here gath- 
ered. Who are we to destroy what we 
never can restore? Why throw away the 
inspirations embodied in these old gray 
walls? | 


We make ourselves ridiculous tearing 
down established landmarks while collect- 
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
create new memorials to individuals 
whose names are “writ in water.” 


When the nation’s Capitol was in ashes, 
James Monroe was inaugurated President 
in front of these buildings, Chief Justice 
Marshall administering the oath of office. 


Great names! An episode as romantic as 


the coronation of any king anywhere at 
any time in human history. Ann Royall’s 
daring paper, the Huntress, was published 
from this house. Surely a curiosity of 
literature in the infancy of American jour- 
nalism and before the advent of women 
was a recognized factor in political and 
cultural life. John C. Calhoun lived and 
died in this house. During the Civil War, 
as a prison, plots equal to the old Gun- 
powder Plot to destroy the English 
Houses of Parliament were hatched. Here 


were sufferings as dramatic as any re- 


corded in the prisons of Chillon or on the 
storied Bridge of Sighs. 

Merely because these associations are 
in America, and not invested with the 
hoary tradition of the Old World, does 
not prove that they are common, dull or 
lacking in romantic interest. Values in- 
vest these relics which cannot be esti- 
mated in dollars and cents, and time will 
prove this true. | 

If the old Capitol is torn down Wash- 
ington will regret it but once, and that 
will be for always. 

Today it is a common thing to hear 

a man or woman say with pride, “My 
grandfather was instrumental in preserv- 
ing Mount Vernon.” 
_ One may imagine a distinguished visitor 
to Washington asking the whereabouts of 
an old building, one time the Capitol, 
later the greatest of Government prisons 
—and the answer, “Oh, yes, there once 
was such a place, but my grandfather 
Babbitt helped to pull it down!” 


and the Republican Convention 


a HE Republican platform, adopted 
at the National Convention in 


Kansas City on June 14, included 
the following reference to the position of 
women in the party and in the public 
service: | 

“Four years ago at the Republican 
National Convention in Cleveland women 
members of the National Committee were 
welcomed into full association and re- 
sponsibility in party management. Dur- 
ing the four years which have passed they 
have carried with their men associates an 
equal share of all responsibilities and 
their contribution to the success of the 
1924 campaign is well recognized. 

“The Republican Party, which from 
the first has sought to bring this devel- 
opement about, accepts wholeheartedly 
equality on the part of women, and in 
the public service it can present a record 
of appointments of women in the legal, 
diplomatic, judicial, Treasury, and other 
governmental departments. We earnestly 
urge on the women that they participate 
even more generally than now in party 
management and activity.” 

Tt seems rather strange that the plat- 
form should state that women “have car- 
ried with their men associates an equal 
share of all responsibilities” when only 
64 out of the 1,089 delegates to the con- 
vention this year were women ,and only 
one of them held a position of importance 
in the convention. Mabel Walker Wille- 
brandt, Assistant Attorney General of 
the United States, was chairman of the 
Credentials Committee. This was the 
first time a woman ever held an important 


assignment at a Republican National 
Convention. But four years ago there 
were 120 women delegates with 111 votes 
at the Republican National Convention. 
This year only 6 per cent. of the delegates 
were women, but women constitute nearly 
half of the electorate. 


A N Associated Press story from Wash- 
A ington, dated June 2, commented on 
the representation of women in the con- 
vention as follows:. 

‘Women alternates this year will num- 
ber 239, exclusive of West Virginia, as 
compared to 279 in 1924. This brings the 
number of women who will have seats in 
the Convention Hall up to 303, or about 
15 per cent. of the total representation. 
Four years ago 399 women were delegates 
or alternates. 

“Although several States have certified 
a large number of women as alternates, 
Missouri having an almost wholly femi- 
nine alternate slate, fifteen States will 
send no women delegates, and five States, 
four Territories, and the District of Co- 
lumbia will send no women at all, either 
delegates or alternates. This last fact 
does not represent a change numerically 
since 1924, as the same number of States 
and Territories sent only men to Cleve- 
land. 

“This year States sending no women 
are predominantly Western, including 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, 
in addition to South Carolina, whereas in 
1924 they were chiefly Southern, includ- 
ing South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, 
and Alabama, with Idaho in the West. 


“West Virginia, the returns from which 
are not yet in, is not expected to certify 
any women delegates, but may send one 
or two women among its alternates. In 
1924 it had one woman alternate at Cleve- 
land. 

“Two States, Wisconsin and Louisiana, 
will have women delegates at the conven- 
tion but no women alternates. This hap- 
pened in the cases of Arkansas, Missis- 
sippi, Nevada, and Oregon in 1924. 

“The outstanding change at Kansas 
City is in the decreased proportion of 
women delegates from the States send- 
ing them, and in the increased number 
of States sending women only as alter- 
nates. In 1924 there were only three in 
the latter category, Florida, South Da- 
kota, and West Virginia, whereas this 
year there are fifteen, Alabama, Arkan- 
sas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, 
Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, New Hamp- 
shire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ten- 


_ hessee, Texas, and Wyoming. 


“Wyoming, the first State to have a 
woman Governor and the first to have 
woman suffrage, which was incorporated 
in the State Constitution when it entered 
the Union in 1890, will have no women 
official delegates at the Republican Con- 
vention. It will send three women alter- 
nates to Kansas City, however, and six 
women, three delegates and three alter- 
nates, will represent it at Houston in the 
Democratic Convention. In 1924 it sent 
two women as official delegates to each 
of the party conventions. | 

“The highest total of women delegates 
for any State this year is six from New 
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York, two at large and four from the dis- 
tricts. In 1924 also New York was high- 
est, with nine, Missouri sent eight and 
Minnesota six. Following New York’s 
lead this year are Massachusetts and Okla- 
homa with five each and Kentucky with 
four. Eight other States will each have 
three, five will have two each and ten will 
have only one each. 


“There will be no lack of hediiahalie 
however, to grace the Kansas City gather- 
ing. Missouri, with two women delegates, 
will include thirty-two in its thirty-nine 
alternates, and Minnesota, with the next 
highest proportion of feminine alternates, 
has chosen seventeen in its total of 
twenty-seven. Twenty-one of New York’s 
alternates will be women, as will thirteen 
of Ohio’s total of fifty-one, and twelve of 
Iowa’s twenty-nine.” 


ERHAPS if there had been more wom- 

en delegates and more power allowed 

to the women who were delegates, the 
definite Equal Rights plank proposed by 
the National Woman’s Party would have 
been adopted by the Platform Committee. 
Senator Smoot, however, says that the 


equality plank for women is intended to 
mean equality in every avenue of life. 

Commenting on the declaration in the 
Republican platform, Mabel Vernon, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Woman’s Party, 
said: “The Republican Party says that 
it accepts wholeheartedly the equality of 
women. Women will not be satisfied with 
words, however, and they therefore look 
to the Republican Party for action. A 
definite way in which the Republican 
Party can carry out the declaration of 


_ its platform is to put its power behind the 


Equal Rights Amendment. To prove the 
sincerity of its words deeds are required.” 

The Resolutions Committee was the 
point of attack on which the National 
Woman’s Party concentrated with the 
purpose of getting a plank into the Repub- 
lican platform endorsing the Equal Rights 
Amendment. The plank was presented 


to the Resolutions Committee. 


Mrs. Valentine Winters of Dayton, 
Ohio, Ohio State chairman of the Wom- 


an’s Party and member of the National . 


Council; Mrs. Max Rotter of Milwaukee, 
Wis., vice-chairman of the Wisconsin 
Branch of the Woman’s Party; Vera 
Fowler Lewis of Baltimore, Md.; Gertrude 


Equal Rights 


Crocher of Arlington, Va.; and Mary 
Moss Wellborn of Starkville, Miss.; con- 
stituted the committee in charge of the 
work with the resolutions committee. 
They had a personal interview with every 
member. 

Jane Norman Smith of New York 
City, chairman of the National Council 
of the Woman’s Party, filed with the Reso- 
lutions Committee a telegram sent by the 
New York State Federation of Business 
and Professional Women, setting forth 
the position of this organization on the 
so-called protective laws for women. The 
telegram quoted the following resolution 
adopted by the Federation: 

Resolwed, That women in the profes- 
sions, in business and in industry shall 
be free to work and protected on the same 
basis as men; and that all legislation and 
regulations shall be based upon the na- 
ture of the work and not upon the sex of 
the worker. | 

Mrs. Smith also filed a similar resolu- 
tion from the Delaware Federation of 
Business and Professional Women, and a 
resolution from the St. Petersburg, Fla., 
League of Women Voters, endorsing the 
Equal Rights Amendment. 


Thoughts the Nationality Married Women 


patriarchal Jewish system 
TT which regarded a man’s wife or 
wives as his property, together with 

“his ox and his ass and all that he hath,” 
the old Roman notion of Pater familias 
who had power of life and death over his 
wife and children, the mediaeval idea 
which deprived a married woman of her 
identity merging her personality in that 
of her spouse so that under the Law of 
Coverture she was not even deemed re- 
sponsible for her actions; all these be- 


long to a past age when principle was 


sacrificed to expediency, when property 
counted far more than human beings and 
when warfare was looked on as an in- 
dispensable condition of life. 

With the emancipation of women and 
their opportunities of higher education, 
with the replacement of clash of arms by 
arbitration, such modes of thought must 
pass away. Because a man and woman 
unite themselves in marriage it does not 
mean that their personalities are merged. 
Personality is an individual possession 
both in this life and the next. A woman 
is master of her own fate and captain of 
her own soul; she is responsible to God 
and the State in most cases for her ac- 
tion; she can have her own views on life, 
religion, philosophy and pariotism, and 
her entity counts for as much in the 
scheme of things as a man’s. 


A woman is as capable of love and sac- 


rifice for her country as a man. 
Does not a woman’s heart swell with 


By Marguerite Fedden 


(Reprinted from the Catholic Citizen, 
London, England) 


pride at some national celebration as a. 


man’s? Does not a lump come in her 


throat at a national disaster? Can she 


not translate her emotion into deeds of 
service as cana man? _ If there were no 
women, there would be no nation. Yeta 
woman who loves and mates with a for- 
eigner becomes an alien, must give up her 
cherished nationality, deny allegiance to 


the land of her birth and foreswear her 


ancestry and register with the police. This 
is the sacrifice demanded in the twen- 
tieth century in this Empire of ours. 


E saw how absurdly the system 
worked in the war. 
Englishwomen married to Germans in 


time of peace—widows of Germans— 


women who have never set foot in Ger- 
many, who could not speak German, were 
classed as enemy aliens, and this even if 
they were living apart from their hus- 
bands. Some were reduced to starvation, 
but few chose to go to Germany. 

On the other hand, German women 
married to Englishmen or widows of 
Englishmen were given the freedom of 
Englishwomen, whatever their sym- 
pathies. 

At present the law regarding U. S§. A. 
and English marriages is ridiculous. 

An American woman marrying an 


Englishman takes the nationality of her 
husband, in England, at the same time 
retaining her own in America. She is 
neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor good red 
herring. 

In the deplored possibility of war what 
would be her status? 

An Englishwoman, however, marrying 
an American loses her British nationality 
and does not become a citizen in the 
U. S. A., so is stateless and cannot get 
a passport. France and certain South 
American countries, Argentine, Chile, 
Uruguay and Brazil have progressive 
legislation on the nationality of married 
women, as has Russia. 

The United States of sues has 
forged ahead, Belgium, Roumania, Nor- 
way, Denmark, Sweden, Iceland and Fin- 
land are going forward and a resolution 
has been passed in the German Reichstag. 

But British women must fight their 
own battles. The mother country must 
take the lead and her daughter countries 
overseas will follow suit. As the ques- 
tion is settled in the Empire, so a lead 
will be given for its just solution in other 
parts of the world. There will be no 
chance of settlement till the Imperial 
Conference meets again, but this does not 
preclude the use of educational propa- 
ganda, political agitation, etc., to further 
the demand for justice. Everything must 
be done to prepare the way in the inter- 
vening time at our disposal. 

At the annual meeting of St. Joan’s 


Social and Political Alliance last year - . 
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June 23, 1928 


one of the resolutions passed read as fol- 
lows: | 
“St. Joan’s 8. P. A. records with deep 
regret that the Imperial Conference did 
not recommend legislation to give effect 
to the resolution adopted by the House of 
Commons on February 18, 1925, ‘that in 
the opinion of the House, a British woman 
shall not lose, or be deemed to lose her 
nationality, by mere act of marriage with 
an alien, and that it should be open for 
her to make a declaration of alienage.’ It 
urges the mother country to take the lead 
in passing legislation to give effect to 

this resolution.” 

It is only in recent years that the seal 
of law was put on the denationalization 
of women on marriage with foreigners 
and vice versa. In 1844 a foreign woman 
marrying an Englishman was deemed 
British by Act of Parliament, without 
inquiry as to her wishes. Moreover, she 
was not required to take an oath of allegi- 
ance. 

In 1870 a British woman on marriage 
with an alien lost her nationality and be- 
came unable to be nationalized, thus be- 
ing placed in the same category as minors 
(temporarily) and lunatics. 

In 1914 the British Nationality and 


Mrs. Pankhurst rs. E MMELINE 
Dies as Commons PANKHURST, 
Seat Seemed Near 69, once England’s 
most militant suf- 
fragette, died in a 
nursing home in 
London on June 14. 
Death came to Mrs. Pankhurst just be- 
fore she might have fulfilled the highest 
ambition of her stormy career, namely to 
become a Member of Parliament, which 
she had so long and valiantly flouted. 
Of late years Mrs. Pankhurst had been 
a Constitutionalist. At the time of her 
death she was the Conservative candidate 
for Commons from Whitechapel. She 
was also engaged in the peaceful and 


prosperous occupation of running a tea- 
room. 


She lived long enough to see the full ac- 
complishment of the aim to which she 


courageously devoted the whole of her 
public life. 


She was daunted neither by mockery 
nor imprisonment in her fight in behalf 
of women, who now possess the Parlia- 
mentary vote on equal terms with men. 

Young women of 21 who will be entitled 
to vote at the general election next year 
can realize but faintly the ferocity of the 
struggle Mrs. Pankhurst and her militant 
adherents waged twenty years ago against 
those who refused the vote to women. 

The struggle is recalled in pictures re- 
produced in the public press today de 


Assoiated Press, 
London, England, 
June 14, 1928. 


Status of Aliens Act passed by the Im- 
perial Parliament confirmed the acts of 
1844 and 1870 by stating that a woman 
should be deemed to be of the nationality 
of her husband, with one exception, viz., 
that if her husband was British at the 


time of marriage she was given the right 


to remain British if he changed his na- 
tionality. This was a step in the right 
direction. 

Since 1917 the National Council of 
Women has been bringing the matter to 
the notice of successive Imperial confer- 
ences, and in 1918, just after Armistice, a 
deputation was received by the Home Sec- 
retary at the request of the Imperial con- 
ference. A memorial was presented, 
signed by women’s organizations through- 
out the empire, including, of course, St. 
Joan’s Social and Political Alliance or 
the Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society as 
it then was, together with more than 
eighty societies in the empire. 

In 1925 a resolution in favor was 
adopted in the House of Commons and 
in 1926 the Australian Commonwealth 
adopted an identical one, and recently 
New Zealand has fallen into line. In 
Rome, 1928, the International Woman’s 
Suffrage Alliance adopted a draft con- 
vention on the subject to which they ad- 


Press Comment 


picting Mrs. Pankhurst being carried 
bodily by policemen from the precincts of 
Buckingham Palace, still loudly shouting, 
“Votes for women!” 

After founding the Women’s Social and 


‘Political Union with her daughter, Chris- 


tabel, Mrs. Pankhurst started the votes- 
for-women agitation by heading a deputa- 
tion to the House of Commons to demand 
the vote. Many members of this body 
were jailed. | 

Afterward the Women’s Freedom 
League came into being and its adherents 
adopted militant methods. Holloway Jail 
was frequently used by the authorities to 
attempt to check the activities of the 
women. Mrs. Pankhurst was often in and 
out of that institution and her last offense 
brought a sentence of penal servitude. 
She started a hunger strike and was re- 
leased before the sentence was completed. 

On the outbreak of the World War Mrs. 
Pankhurst and other militant suffragists 
joined in supporting the country. They 
spoke from recruiting platforms and as- 
sisted ministers whose lives they had been 
making intolerable a few weeks previ- 
ously. 


Suffrage was granted to women above 


30 in 1918 and since that time Mrs. Pank- | 
hurst had been a supporter of those urg- 


ing that it be granted to women, between 
the ages of 21 and 30 as provided in what 
is known as the “flapper vote’’ bill. 

Mrs. Pankhurst visited America and 
lectured in behalf of her country. 
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hered in Paris in 1926, and this represents 
the minimum that Suffragists will accept 
as satisfactory. It is as follows: 

1. The nationality of a woman shall 
not be changed by reason only of: 

(a) Marriage; or 

(b) A change during marriage of her 
husband’s nationality. 

2. The right of a woman to retain her 
nationality or to change her nationality 
by naturalization, denaturalization, or re- 
naturalization, shall not be denied or 
abridged because she is a woman. 

3. The nationality of a married wom- 
an shall not be changed without her con- 
sent except under conditions which would 


cause a change in the nationality of a 


man without his consent. 

The matter is to be discussed at a Con- 
ference for the Codification of Inter- 
national Law, to be held in 1929, under 
the auspices of the League of Nations. 
It is to be hoped that they will deal satis- 
factorily with it from an international 
standpoint. 

The grievance must be relegated to 


times when the world was hag-ridden by 


Bellona the goddess of war, when a man 
could sell his wife in market overt or 
beat her with a rod no bigger than his 


little finger. 


Mrs. 


T seems now to 
Baltimore Sun, cat imagination to 
June 15, 1928. . 


one’s aid to believe 
: that once there was 
a “militant” Feminist movement, and 
that many respectable persons thought it 
was horribly radical and perverse. And 
it is no less hard to think of Mrs. Emme- 
line Pankhurst, who died yesterday in a 
quiet London hospital and who for some 
years previously had conducted a “tea 
room,” as the one-time very fiery leader 


of the reviled “cause.” 


Yet it was not so many years back that 
the Bnglish “suffragettes” were doing 
everything from smashing windows to 
“imperiling the Empire.” And in all that 
commotion of idealism, violence, bad man- 
ners and headlines it was Mrs. Emmeline 
Pankhurst who directed and waged and 


_ advertised the battle. One dare not say 


she was a remarkable woman. So far as 
can be learned she was, except for her 
courage and vigor, a rather ordinary 
woman. And are not nearly all women 
courageous and vigorous? Her life be- 
fore and after the movement was not 
marked by any great acumen or devotion 


to special aim. But in that one cam- 


paign she was the ordinary woman gone 
berserk, become determined and resolute, 
fearless and powerful. 

In its time the militant stroke seemed 
almost unthinkable. Now that its pur- 
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pose has been accomplished and accepted 
it does not seem to have been unusual ex- 
cept as a sudden and astonishing revela- 
tion of woman’s ability to carry on war 


Maryland Reports June Activities 
UNE in Maryland brought Mrs. Helen 
A. Archdale and her daughter Betty 
to the home of Edith Houghton Hooker, 
editor of Equat Rieuts and president of 
the Maryland Branch. Mrs. Archdale and 
her daughter were tendered a reception 
by their hostess on Saturday, June 2, from 
4 to 6 P. M., at Upland, her home at Ro- 
land Park. Among the guests were 
artists, social workers, lawyers, business 
and professional women, busy house 
mothers — all of whom greatly enjoyed 
meeting and greeting the Archdales and 
hearing them talk. 

Mrs, Archdale in her speech dwelt at 
some length on the fightin England for 
the passage of the so-called Flapper Bill 
granting suffrage to women under thirty. 
A hearing was reluctantly granted the 
Feminist group by Stanley Baldwin. The 
Six women speakers, among whom were 
Lady Rhondda, Nancy Parnell and Mrs. 
Archdale, were introduced by Lady Astor 
and were allotted only twenty-five min- 
utes, but finished in twenty-four, and by 
their brevity and direct speaking elimi- 
nated the bored look of the Premier and 
succeeded in awakening his interest in 
their bill, which resulted ultimately in 
its passage. Later Nancy Parnell, who is 
a young teacher in a convent school near 
Liverpool, made a magnificent speech in 
the interest of the bill before the House 
of Commons. Mrs. Archdale says the 
world will hear more of this brilliant 
young girl. | 

Mrs. Archdale also spoke of the clever 
tactics employed by the younger group of 
Feminists. It was only a simple ruse, but 
the newspapers carried great headlines of 
these “militant” methods. Five of these 
young girls went into the courtyard of 
Buckingham Palace early one morning 
before going to work, passed the guards 
at the entrance and delivered a letter for 
King George at the door of the palace, 
the big dailies having been notified the 
evening before. 

Betty Archdale, a senior at McGill Uni- 
versity, brought grettings from the univer- 
sty, saying that the college women 
realized the importance of the Feminist 
movement and were taking a deep inter- 
est in Equal Rights. 

The Maryland Branch distributed at 
the State Democratic and Republican 
Conventions fliers relating to the discrimi- 
nations against women in Maryland, very 
strikingly arranged by their Legislative 
Chairman, Dora G. Ogle. Some of the 


when she deems it right to do so. Of all 
that period Mrs. Pankhurst was an epit- 


ome. And she hastened progress even 
when her tactics seemed most foolish and 


News from the Field 


distributors were plied with questions re- 
garding the discriminations by men and 
women at the conventions who knew noth- 
ing whatever about them and doubted if 
such laws existed in Maryland. A week 
or so later the organization was asked to 


send a speaker to a Republican club of 


colored women whose interest had been 
aroused by these same fliers and who were 
eager and anxious to learn more about 
the handicaps therein stated. 

On Saturday, June 9, a most successful 
card party was given at Graham Place, 
the beautiful home of Mrs. Louise Natali 
Graham, near historic Ellicott City, over- 
looking the hills of Howard County. Miss 
Florence Hanna was chairman and every- 
one who motored out or went by trolley 
was charmed with the beautiful view, the 
quaint old house and the delightful sup- 
per. The proceeds were devoted to Mary- 
land’s quota for the maintenance fund, 
of which Mrs. Graham is chairman for 
Maryland. 


It Costs No More 
OR every member of the National 


Woman’s Party who enrolls with In- - 


ternational Tours, Inc., 11 West 42nd 
street, New York City (refer to advertise- 
ment on back page), for a tour, a com- 
mission will be given to the Party. 

We strongly urge our members through- 
out the country to get in touch with Inter- 
national Tours before arranging their 
summer trips, and to ask their friends to 
do likewise. The agency is recommended 
to us by Madam Alice Baroni, a Pounder 
of the Woman’s Party. 

International Tours will plan your in- 
dividual trips, or will enroll you in an 
organized tour, making the usual steam- 
ship and hotel reservations at no increase 


to the regular price, and in addition put- 


ting at your service their representatives 
upon landing at the various ports, as well 
as in the various cities. 

You will get excellent service and 
greatly assist the Woman’s Party if you 
will arrange your travels through Inter- 
national Tours. Please be sure to say 
that you come to them through the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. 


Teachers’ Union Loses in Court 
EATTLE high school teacers in‘ the 
Supreme Court of the State of Wash- 
ington recently lost their fight to bar the 
Seattle School Board from compelling all 
teachers to sign pledges of non-affiliation 
with the American Federation of Labor. 


Equal Rights 


violent. Above all, she showed that 
woman could be a match for man in 
strength of purpose and in uncompro- 
mising action. 


Two Million Dollar Fund 
Treasurer's Report 


EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to June 
1, 1928, $1,450,130.97. 
Contributions, membership and other 
receipts, June 1 to 16, 1928: 


Mrs. Alfred I. DuPont, Del... $100.00 
Per New York City Committee : 
(New York City Committee retaining 
dues in excess of 25 cents) 
Mrs. Robert B. Stearns................ .25 
Mrs. Frederick J. .25 
Mrs. Herbert H. Knox............ 
Mrs. Minnie V. Levine................... .25 
Miss Elinor Byrns...... 25 
Mrs. Rita Berman.. 
Mrs. Sara G. Hackes........... 
Miss Josephine Ware .25 
Miss Anita Weathered................... .25 
Mrs. Letitia F. Snow, D. C.. 20.00 
Miss Melita Spclshouse, D. 1.00 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, 50.00 
Per New Jersey Branch : 
(New Jersey Branch retaining dues in 
excess of 25 cents) 
Miss Mildred Davidson .25 
Miss Sophie E. von Seifried........ 25 
Miss Helen Paul ......... .25 
Mrs, Helen H. Gow, Pa........ 5.00. 
Mrs. W. Nvison Brown, 10.00 
Mrs. Grace B. Frost, 10.00 
Mrs. C. K. Visser, 50.00 
Migs Anne Fulton, .... 1.09 
Mrs. Lucy Cooper Shaw, 2.50 
Mrs. 0. H. P. Belmont, 75.00 


Sale of “Jailed for Freedom” 2.00 
EquaL Rieguts subscriptions (forwarded to 

Rent of rooms at Headquarters........................ 776.75 


Total receipts, June 1 to 16, 1928.......... $1,515.47 


Total receipts, December 4, 1912, to 


Let us plan your Steamship Reservations, Tours, 
Cruises and De Luxe Automobile Tours in all parts 


the world 
Send for Copy of THE TRAVELER | 


INTERNATIONAL TOURS, Inc. 


11 West 42nd Street 
Lackawanna 5589 NEW YORK CITY 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


$2.00 a Year 
19 West Chase Street 
Baltimore, Md. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 


600 EAST LOMBARD STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD. | 


11> 


> 
= 

+ 

x 

3 

BY 
wis 

33 

4 

aA 

Cate 
2 
4 
#2 

- 
i 

Bi 
4 


